
Hunter College, CUNY Music Theory Fundamentals Gomez

Homework Assignment #1—Syllabus, Staff, and Keyboard 
Due Tuesday, August 30th 

Name: ________________________________ 

I. Syllabus 

1. I can resubmit any homework assignment I originally submitted on time for an improved grade, 
up to and including 100%. True or False (circle one) 

2. The Midterm and Final Exams in this class are each worth _______ of  my final grade; the 
Composition Project is worth _______ of  my final grade. 

3. Which of  the following is everyone required to bring to every class meeting? 
A. Textbook, pencil, and eraser  
B. Textbook, pencil, eraser, and manuscript paper 
C. Textbook, pencil, eraser, and keyboard  
D. Manuscript paper, pencil and eraser, and keyboard 

4. How many free absences, no questions asked, am I allotted this semester? 
A. 1 
B. 2 

C. 3 
D. 4 

5. How many percentage points are taken off  homework assignments per class period they are  
      submitted late? / How many class periods until they automatically receive a ‘0’? 

A. 7% / 2 
B. 10% / 5 

C. 15% / 4 
D. 7% / 5 

II. Staff  

1. The musical staff  has _______ lines and _______ spaces. 

2. Circle all the closed noteheads that are on lines in this example. 

3. Write a descending step below each of  these notes. Match open/closed noteheads with the 
format of  the given notes. 

4. Write an ascending leap above each of  these notes. Match open/closed noteheads with the 
format of  the given notes. 
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Hunter College, CUNY Music Theory Fundamentals Gomez

5. In the blank spaces, label the contour between note in this melody in one of  four ways: 
ascending step (“AS”), ascending leap (“AL”), descending step (“DS), or descending leap 
(“DL”). 

III. Keyboard 

1. Identify all C’s and F’s by writing those letters on the corresponding keys. 

2. Identify all A’s and D’s by writing those letters on the corresponding keys. 

3. Provide the letter names for each indicated key. 

4. Draw arrows connecting pairs of  keys that are a half  step apart.  

5. Draw an “X” on key that is an octave above the given key with an “X.” 
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 Chapter 1: Pitch 3

  Name:   ___________________________________________________   

 Date:   _____________________   

 Instructor’s Name:   ________________________________________    

  LESSON 1: EXERCISES 

  Note:   In the Exercises in this chapter, and in every chapter of this book, you 
will confront fully notated musical excerpts, replete with symbols of all kinds, 
including many you will not be learning about until later: clef signs, key signa-
tures, time signatures, stems, and beams, among others. The number and vari-
ety of the symbols can be confusing at first. For now, just focus on the filled-in 
or open noteheads and ignore any unfamiliar symbols.  

1-1.        In these melodies, identify each motion as an ascending step (AS), 
descending step (DS), ascending leap (AL), or descending leap (DL). 
Ignore any unfamiliar notational symbols and focus only on the note-
heads. Remember that a step involves motion on the staff from a line 
to the adjacent space, or vice versa. A leap is any motion bigger than 
a step. 
a.   Arlen, “Over the Rainbow” (the first three notes of the melody describe 

a melodic shape that occurs two more times).     

b.   Rodríguez, “La Cumparsita” (the melody involves a contrast between 
leaps and steps).     
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c.   Haydn, String Quartet (the descending leaps get bigger and bigger).   
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 Chapter 1: Pitch 11

Name: ___________________________________________________

Date: _____________________

Instructor’s Name: ________________________________________

  LESSON 2: EXERCISES 

   2-1.        Identify the indicated keys by writing their letter names. 
    

a. 
      

C D E  F G  A B  C D  E F  G A  B 

         All Cs and Fs     

  

b. 

      
C D  E F  G A  B C  D E  F G  A B  

         All Bs and Gs     

   

c. 

      

         All As and Ds     

  d. 

      

         All Bs and Es     

   

e. 

      

         All Cs and Gs        

   2-2.         Provide the letter name for each indicated key. 

    

a. 

      __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

X X X X X X X

C
          

  

b. 

      

X X X X X X X X

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __           
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a. 
      

C D E  F G  A B  C D  E F  G A  B 

         All Cs and Fs     

  

b. 

      
C D  E F  G A  B C  D E  F G  A B  

         All Bs and Gs     

   

c. 

      

         All As and Ds     

  d. 

      

         All Bs and Es     

   

e. 

      

         All Cs and Gs        
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12 Chapter 1: Pitch

   2-3.        Use arrows to indicate motions (white keys only). Remember that a step involves motion from 
one key to an adjacent key. An octave involves seven steps, up or down, and spans eight keys. 
Notes an octave apart have the same letter name. 

   c. 
      

X X X X X X X X X X X X

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

          

  

d. 

      

X X X X X XX X X X X X X

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

     

e. 

      

X X X X X X X X X X X X X

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __              

    

a. 

      

X X X X  X X  X X 

          Step above     

   

b. 

      
X X  X X X X X  X X X  X X 

          Step below     

   

d. 

      
X X X X X X  X X  X X  X X

          Octave above     

   

e. 

      
X X X X  X X X X  X X X X 

          Octave below          

   

c. 

      
X X X X  X X X  X X  X X  X 

          Octave above     
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